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TWISTED SUMS OF SEQUENCE SPACES
AND THE THREE SPACE PROBLEM'
BY
N. J. KALTON AND N. T. PECK

ABSTRACT. In this paper we study the following problem: given a complete
locally bounded sequence space Y, construct a locally bounded space Z
with a subspace X such that both X and Z /X are isomorphic to Y, and such
that X is uncomplemented in Z. We give a method for constructing Z under
quite general conditions on Y, and we investigate some of the properties of
Z.

In particular, when Y is [, (1 <p < o0), we identify the dual space of Z,
we study the structure of basic sequences in Z, and we study the endomor-
phisms of Z and the projections of Z on infinite-dimensional subspaces.

1. Introduction. Let X and Y be complete metric linear spaces. A twisted
sum of X and Y is a space Z which has a subspace X' isomorphic to X, with
Z /X" isomorphic to Y. The twisted sum Z is trivial if X' is complemented in
Z; otherwise, Z is nontrivial.

In this paper we give a general method of constructing nontrivial twisted
sums of sequence spaces, based on a modification of a construction first
described by Ribe. A special case of one of our main results is that for
0 <p < o there is a nontrivial twisted sum of /, with itself. For 0 <p < I,
this solves a problem raised in [4]. For 1 <p the twisted sum obtained is
actually a Banach space, by a result of Kalton. In particular, we have an
alternate solution to the 3-space problem for Hilbert spaces, which was solved
by Enflo, Lindenstrauss, and Pisier.

We summarize here the organization of the paper.

§8§2 and 3 are technical in character; in them we collect the basic facts
needed for the construction. In §2 we show that nontrivial twisted sums arise
from-and give rise to—“quasi-linear” maps. §3 details two simplifications that
can be made in the construction of quasi-linear maps. One of these reduces
constructing quasi-linear maps to the problem of constructing “quasi-addi-
tive” maps; the section ends by studying quasi-additive maps on the real line.

In §4 we apply the results of §§2 and 3 to a quite general class of sequence
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spaces. The main result of the section is that under very general conditions on
the sequence space X, there is a nontrivial twisted sum of X with itself.

In §5 we restrict our attention to a class of twisted sums of /, (1 <p < o0)
with itself, which we denote by /,(¢). We calculate the dual space of /,(¢) and
then study the structure of basic sequences in /,(¢). Finally, in §6 we study
the spaces Z, (1 <p < o) which are a subclass of the spaces [,(¢). In a
sense, the spaces Z, are “extremal” solutions to the three space problem.
They yield sharp estimates for the rate of growth of projections on /'; the
inclusion map and the quotient map defining the twisted sum are, respec-
tively, strictly co-singular and strictly singular; and the endomorphisms of Z,
obey rather strong conditions.

We close this section by collecting some definitions and results we will
need. A quasi-norm on a real vector space X is a function || - ||: X >R
satisfying

D |Ix|| >0forx € X, x # 0,

Q) ||tx|| = |¢] ||x]l, forx € X, t ER,

@) lIx + yll < C(Ix|l + lIyID), for x,y € X.

The constant C in (3) will be called a modulus of concavity of || - ||, and
(X, || |) will be called a quasi-normed space.

If we take U = {x € X: ||x|| < 1}, then the scalar multiples of U form a
neighborhood base at 0 for a Hausdorff vector topology on X. With this
topology, X is locally bounded, i.e. has a bounded neighborhood of 0.
Conversely, every locally bounded topology on a vector space is given by a
quasi-norm.

The locally bounded space X is locally p-convex, 0 <p < 1, if it has a
bounded neighborhood ¥V of 0 such that ax + By € V whenever x,y are in V
and |af? + | B|? < 1. X is a p-Banach space if it is p-convex and complete.

Let ¥ be as above in the definition of p-convex. Then the gauge functional
Il || of V is a quasi-norm with the additional property that x — ||x||? is a
subadditive function of x.

A fundamental result of Aoki and Rolewicz [1], [9] is

THEOREM 1.1. Every locally bounded space is p-convex for some p > 0.

It follows that, if (X, || ||) is locally bounded, there are positive numbers p
and L such that

n

Exi

i=1

n » 1/p
<i(3 1)
2

forallnand x,, ..., x, € X.
Throughout, R, Z, and N denote, respectively, the real numbers, the
integers, and the positive integers. R* is the space of all finitely-supported
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real sequences. An F-space is a complete metrizeable linear space. The linear
span of a set 4 will be denoted by lin 4. And the symbol iy, denotes the
identity map on a space X.

2. Twisted sums. Suppose that X, Y, and Z are F-spaces. Suppose further
that Z contains a subspace X' which is isomorphic to X, with Z/X!
isomorphic to Y. Loosely we may say that Z is a “twisted sum” of X and Y
(in that order!). In other language, a twisted sum of the F-spaces X and Y is a
short exact sequence of F-spaces 0 —» X Lzl ys0 16 x , Y, and Z are
quasi-normed F-spaces with

x| ={xll,  x € X,
and
vl = inf{||z]: ¢z =y}, » €Y,

then we say that 0 —» X % Z % Y — 0 is an isometric twisted sum of X and Y.
In this case Z has a subspace j(X) isometric to X and Z/j(X) is isometric to
Y. In this section we collect a few basic facts about twisted sums; in
particular, we show that they arise from-and give rise to—*“‘quasi-linear” maps
from Y into X.

Let X and Y be fixed F-spaces and let Z, and Z, be two twisted sums of X
and Y.

DEFINITION 2.1. (a) The twisted sums Z, and Z, are equivalent if there exists
a continuous linear operator T: Z, — Z, such that the following diagram
commutes:

0o - x % z 5 v 5 o0

Lix T Liy
J2 q2
0 - X > Z, - Y - 0
(b) The twisted sums Z, and Z, are projectively equivalent if there exist a
continuous linear operator T: Z, — Z, and nonzero scalars a« and S so that
the following diagram commutes:

0o - x 4% z 3 v S5 o0

N Laiy
0o - x 3 z 35 v L o0
In both (a) and (b), T is necessarily one-to-one and onto, and by the open
mapping theorem, T is an isomorphicm.
From now on we shall restrict ourselves to locally bounded F-spaces. A
result of Roelcke (see also Kalton [4, 1.1]) asserts that the twisted sum of
locally bounded F-spaces is a locally bounded F-space.
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PROPOSITION 2.2. Suppose X and Y are p-Banach spaces and that Z is a
p-convex twisted sum of X and Y. Then Z is projectively equivalent (and hence
isomorphic) to an isometric twisted sum of X and Y.

ProOF. We may suppose that Z is quasi-normed by a p-subadditive
quasi-norm. Suppose j: X > Z and ¢q: Z— Y are the maps inducing the
twisted sum.

From the open mapping theorem there exist constants a,8 > 0 such that

B> I, x€ X,

and
inf ||z — jx||, € Z
allgz| > inf |z —Jx].
Now define
= inf 1 4 + -p P\1/P
lzlo = int (12 = xI + B~7|xI)
and
12l = max(allgz], ||z]lo)-
Then
P
llzllo <zl
and
lzllh < (max{aliqll, 1})]|z]-
Clearly || - ||, is a p-subadditive quasi-norm on Z. Let Z, be the quasi-normed

space (Z, || ||,), and let T: Z — Z, be the identity map. Then the following
diagram commutes:

0 - x 5 z % v S oo
LB iy T daiy
o - x & z 2 v L oo

Now,
14l =NBixl = int (8= = D + B71+)
> it {7lex = <[ + B[ )

— . nP
=" = B*Bx|" > ||Bixo-
Hence Sj is an isometry. Clearly ||agz|| < ||z||,- Fore > 0 and z € Z we may
choose x € X so that

Iz —Jjx|| < (1 + e)a|gz|| = (1 + ¢)||agz|-
Hence ||z — jx||; < (1 + ¢)||agz|-
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These conditions together imply that Z, is complete, that it is an isometric
twisted sum of X and Y, and that it is projectively equivalent to Z. The proof
is complete.

DEFINITION 2.3. Let F be a map from Y to X. The map F is quasi-linear if it
satisfies

(a) F(ty) = tF(y)fory € Y,t € R, and

®) [1F(yy + y2) — F(r) — Fpll < MUl + [17,0)
fory,,y, € Y, where M is a constant independent of y, and y,.

Given any quasi-linear map F: Y — X we can construct a twisted sum
X @, Y as follows: X ® Y is the vector space X @ Y with the quasi-norm
G I = NIyl + ||x — F(»)|l. (We are using the same symbol || - || to denote
the quasi-norm on X @ Y, Y, and X.) It is easy to see that the maps
Jjx = (x,0) and ¢q(x,y) =y define, respectively, an embedding of X into
X @, Y and a quotient map of X @, Y onto Y. It follows that X ®, Y is
complete and hence a twisted sum. This construction was first described by
Ribe [7]; a very similar construction is also given by Kalton [4, 4.6]. The
following converse result is implicit in Proposition 3.3 of [4]:

THEOREM 2.4. If Z is a twisted sum of X and Y, then there is a quasi-linear
map F: Y — X such that Z is equivalent to X @ Y.

PROOF. Let C be a modulus of concavity for the quasi-norms on X, Y, and
Z. Llet0> X Lz5vS 0 define the twisted sum. Then there is a linear,
possibly discontinuous, map 8: Y — Z such that ¢gf = i,. Since g is open
there are a constant K and a map ¢: Y — Z such that ||¢(y)|| < X||y| and
qo(y) = y for ally € Y. We may suppose that ¢(&y) = t¢(y) fory € Y.

Now let F(y) = j~(¢(¥) — 8(»)). Let L be such that ||j~'z|| < L|z|| for
z € j(X). Then for y,,y, € Y,

|F(yy + y5) — F(yy) — F(y))| =|U_](¢(J’1 + ) —o(y)) — 4’()’2))"

< Ljjo(y, + y5) — ¢(») — o)l
< CZL("‘P()’I + J’2)" + “4’()’1)" + "‘f’()’z)")

<2CKL(|[| + 2D
Hence F is quasi-linear.
Now define T: Z —» X @ Y by Tz = (~'(z — gz), gz). Then

17z =l ~'(z — ¢(g2)), qz]| < L||z = o(g2)|| + | ¢z|
< CL(|)z]| +llo(g2)I) +llgzll < (CL + K]q|| + gDl z]|-

Hence T is continuous. It is easy to see that T induces an equivalence
between Z and X @ Y; the proof is complete.
We shall say that two quasi-linear maps F, G: Y — X are (projectively)
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equivalent if X @ Y and X @ Y are (projectively) equivalent twisted sums.
Note that if F = 0 on Y then F induces the ordinary topological direct sum
X @ Y. We shall say that F is trivial if it is equivalent to the identically zero
map. In this case the short exact sequence 0 > X - X @, Y — Y — 0 splits.

THEOREM 2.5. (a) The maps F and G are equivalent if and only if there exist
a constant M and a linear map A: Y — X such that

IF(y) = G(y) =A< M|, yE€EY;
(b) F and G are projectively equivalent if and only if there exist constants M
and a, a # 0, such that

IF(y) — Glay) — AW < M]p|, yEY;
(c) F is trivial if and only if it is projectively equivalent to the zero map.

PROOF. (a) If F and G are equivalent there is a continuous linear map T
XB,Y—> X ®;Y of the form T(x,y) = (x + Ay,y), where 4: Y —» X is
linear. Then T(F(y), y) = (F(y) + Ay, y) and hence

1£(») = G(») + | <|IT] Iy]l-

Conversely, if F, G and A satisfy the hypothesis, define T: X @Y —
X ®; Y by T(x,y) = (x + Ay, y). It is easy to check that T is continuous
and induces an equivalence between X @, Y and X @ Y.

The proof of (b) is similar, and (c) is obvious.

3. Simplification of the construction of twisted sums. There are two im-
portant simplifications of the construction of quasi-linear maps and hence of
twisted sums. The first allows us to consider quasi-linear maps defined only
on a dense subspace of Y; the second allows us to drop the requirement of
homogeneity in the definition of quasi-linear map.

THEOREM 3.1. Suppose that X and Y are quasi-normed F-spaces and that Y,
is a dense subspace of Y. Suppose F,: Y, — X is a quasi-linear map. Then

(i) there is a quasi-linear map F: Y — X such that F(y) = Fy(y),y € Y;

(ii) if F*: Y — X is any quasi-linear map such that F*(y) = Fy(y),y € Y,
then F* and F are equivalent.

PrOOF. Consider the space X © Y, quasi-normed by

G =% = Fo(x)]| + ]l

Let Z be the completion of this space; then Z is a twisted sum of X and Y.
To see this, define j: X - X @ Y, by j(x) =(x,0) and §: X @ Yo > Y
by §(x,y) = y. Then § extends to an open mapping q of Z onto Y whose
kernel is precisely j(X). For this last point, note that (as in [4, 3.3]) if (x,, y,)
is a sequence in X @[, Y, converging to z in Z and §(x,, y,) = y, — 0, then
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(Fo(yn)’ yn) —0 and hence (xn - FO(yn)’ 0) — z. Thus (xn - FO(yn)) con-
verges to some x, in X and z = j(xg).
Now by Theorem 2.4, Z is equivalent to X @, Y for some quasi-linear H,

i.e. there exists T: Z — X @, Y such that the following diagram commutes:

0 - X i) VA L v 5 0

Vix T iy

0 - X > X&6,Y > Y > 0
Then T|X @, Y, has the form T(x,y) = (x + Ay,y) where 4: Y, — X is
linear. From this,

IFo(») + 4(») = HW)I<ITI V|, ¥ € Yo

If we define
F(y)=H(y) - A(y), y &Y,
= F, O(y )9 y € YO’
then F is a quasi-linear extension of F. Uniqueness up to equivalence is
guaranteed by the fact that any extension of F, defines a completion of
X @y, Y, The proof of Theorem 3.1 is complete.
Let Y, be a dense subspace of Y.
DEFINITION 3.2. A map f: Y, — X is quasi-additive if it satisfies
@ 10 +y2) = f) = I < Kyl + 1920 y1o v € Yo
(i) lim,_, () = 0,y € Y3
(i) (—») = — f»),y E Y,
Thus we weaken the homogeneity assumption of quasi-linearity, replacing it
by antisymmetry (iii) and continuity at zero along lines (ii). With K the
constant in (i), we say that f is quasi-additive of order K.
The following lemma is a simple modification of Lemma 3.2 of [4]:

LEMMA 3.3. Suppose X and Y are quasi-normed F-spaces. Then there exist
positive constants r and L such that whenever Y, is a dense subspace of Y and f:
Y, — X is quasi-additive of order K,

n n n 1/r
(2 ) - B0 < e 3 )
forany y,,...,y, € Yo.If X = Y = R, then L can be taken to equal 1 and r
can be taken to equal ;.

LeMMA 3.4. Suppose X is a quasi-normed F-space. Then there is a constant
B, depending on X such that whenever f: R — X is quasi-additive of order K,
then

If() — #(1)|| < ByK, 0<t<1.
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Proor. By replacing f by g(7) = f(t) — tf(1), we see that it suffices to
consider the case when f(1) = 0. In this case,

||f(2"’) - 2f(2‘("“))|| < K27"
and hence

272~") = 2f(2~"*D)| < K.

Now L and r can be chosen satisfying Lemma 3.3 with ¥ = R and also such
that

n n , 1/r
35l < o 51
i=1 i=1]

for x,, ..., x, € X (by Theorem 1.1). We then have
I2(2"")|| < LKn'/", n€N.
Let ¢ be in (0, 1); we suppose that 2™" < ¢t < 2'~" for some integer n. Then

o0
t= 2-" 2 ek2-k
k=0
where &, = 1 and each g, is either O or 1. Let

m

t,=2"" g27k
k=0
Then
m m 1/r 1 1\/r
(t,) — 2 &fQ™"*9)I< KL( > 2—("*‘")') < KL( _,) .
k=0 k=0 1-2
From this,

m 1/r
"f(tm)" < KLZ[(I - 2_")_l + 2 8k(n + k)2—(n+k)r]
k=0
0 1/r
< KL’[(I —2)7 e 3 k2""] - L°K; say.
k=0

Finally, || f(¢) — At,) — f(t — t,)|| < K and hence
I < LA + KW = )l + K7)
< LK((L*) + 1 +|f(r - t,)|)"".
Since f(t — t,) — 0, we have, on letting m — oo, that
IFO| < L(L*) + 1)K
and the result is proved.
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THEOREM 3.5. Suppose X and Y are quasi-normed F-spaces and Y, is a dense
subspace of Y. Then if f: Y, — X is quasi-additive, the map F: Y, — X defined
by

F(x) =|x|f(x/]Ix])» x#0,
=0, x =0,
is quasi-linear.
PrOOF. If || x|| < 1 and fis quasi-additive of order K, then
|F(x) — f(x)|| < ByK
by Lemma 3.4. Let C denote a modulus of concavity for X. Then if
x| + Iyl € 1/C, we have ||x + y|| < 1 and so

|F(x +y) — f(x + y)|| < BxyK.
Now,
IF(x + ) = F(x) = FQ)| < C(If(x +») = (x) = f(»)]| + 3C?B,K).
Hence ‘
|F(x + y) = F(x) — F(y)|| < C(K + 3C*ByK).
Thus F is quasi-linear, and the proof is complete.

We now turn to the form of quasi-additive maps from R into R. Let
B = By (as obtained in Lemma 3.4).

LemMMA 3.6. If f: R — R and g: R — R are quasi-additive of order K and
f2") —g(@")|< M- 2, n€e€Z,
then

If(2) — g(1)| < (M + 4BK)|¢|, tER

Proor. For ¢ in R*, choose n in Z so that 2"~ ! <t < 2", and define
() = f(2"r), g"(r) = g(2"r), r € R. The functions f® and g™ are quasi-
additive of order 2"K. Hence

[F™@-t) — 2-mf™(1)| < 2°BK,
|g™(2") — 2-"g™(1)| < 2"BK.
Then

If(2) — g(1)| < 27™|f(2") — g(2")| + 2"+1BK
< (M + 4BK)t.

This proves the lemma for nonnegative ¢; since f and g are antisymmetric, we
have the result for all real 7.
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THEOREM 3.7. (a) If : R — R is a Lipschitz function, then the map

f(2) = t9(log(1/]1])), t#0,
=0, t=0,
is quasi-additive, of order L log 2 where L is the Lipschitz constant of 0.
(b) Conversely, if f is quasi-additive there exists a Lipschitz function 0:
R — R such that

sup
0<t< oo

I(Tt)- - 0(10g TI‘T)l < oo0.

ProOF. (a) For ¢}, t, > 0,

Sy, + 1) — f(1;) — f(1)
L+

where L is the Lipschitz constant of 4. Since

tlog%+(1—t)log <log2, O<t<l],

1—1¢
we conclude that
(e, + 1) — (1)) — f(1)] < Llog 2(¢, + ;).
It now follows easily that f is quasi-additive.
(b) If f is quasi-additive of order X, then
f(2"+") — 2f(2")| < K- 2n+l n€Z.
Hence

f(2n+l) _ ;m

gn+1 n <K

Now choose # a Lipschitz function of Lipschitz constant K such that
O(n) = 2"f(2™ ™), n € Z, and define

g(1) = 9(—log|t|/log 2), t#0,

=0, t=0.
Then g is quasi-additive of order K and f(2") = g(2"), n € Z. Thus
10 80 opx owo

by the preceding lemma, and the result follows.
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4. Twisted sums of sequence spaces. In this section we apply the results of
the preceding two sections to the construction of quasi-linear functions on
sequence spaces. We obtain that under very general conditions on the
sequence space E, there is a short exact sequence

O->E->Z->E-O
which does not split. In particular, we give an alternate proof of the solution
of the 3-space problem for Hilbert spaces.

DEFINITION 4.1. A solid quasi-normed FK-space is a sequence space E
satisfying:

(i) if e, denotes the nth basis vector (e, (k) = §,,), then the linear span R*
of (e,) is dense in E;

(ii) the quasi-norm || - || on E satisfies

@) llsx|l < lIslloo I1xlls 5 € log, x € E;

®) lle,)l = L n €N;

© lIxlle < lIxll, x € E.

Under these circumstances (e,) is an unconditional basis for E.

Notation. Let £ denote the class of Lipschitz functions ¢: R — R such that
() =0forz < 0.

For ¢ in £, we define a quasi-additive map f: R® — R* by

f(x)[ k] = x(k)o(—log|x(k)|), x(k) #0, k€N,
=0, x(k) =0, k€EN.
To see that f is quasi-additive (for the quasi-norm on E), observe that if L is
the Lipschitz constant of ¢, then for x,,x, in E,

f(x)[ k] + fx)[ k] — f(x, + xz)[k]l < L log 2(|xy(k) + x,(k)|).
From this,
[f(x1) + f(x2) = f, + x)| < L log 2(|x,| +|x3))
(using the obvious lattice operations on E). Thus

IF(x1) + f(x3) = £, + x,)|| < Llog 2(| |x,] +|x,] |))
< CL log 2(""1" + "lel)

where C is a modulus of concavity of || - ||.
Next, by Theorems 3.5 and 3.1, f induces a quasi-linear map F,: R® — R*:

Fox) ===/, x 0,
=0, x =0,
and F, may be extended to a quasi-linear map F: E — E. We now study the
properties of the twisted sum E © E.
Note first that there is no gain of generality in relaxing the restriction
#(?) = 0, t < 0; each ¢ may be replaced by
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(1) = ¢(1) —#(0), >0,
=0, t <0,
and it is easily seen that ¢ induces a twisted sum equivalent to E @ E.
Secondly, note that although F is not unique, it is unique up to equivalence.
Notation. For ¢ in £, E(¢) denotes the (unambiguously defined) twisted
sum E ® F.

THEOREM 4.2. Let E be a solid quasi-normed FK-space such that no sub-
sequence of (e,) is equivalent to the unit vector basis of ¢,. Let ¢ and  be in £.
Then

(a) the two twisted sums E(¢) and E({) are equivalent if and only if

sup [4(1) — (1)] < oo;
0<t< o0
(b) E(¢) and E(y) are projectively equivalent if and only if for some a # 0,
sup  [¢(1) — ap(1)| < oo;
0<r<oo
() E(¢p) is trivial if and only if ¢ is bounded.

ProOF. (a) Suppose ¢ and y induce the quasi-linear maps F: E — E and G:
E — E. Then by 2.5, E(¢) and E(y) are equivalent if and only if there is a
linear map 4: E — E such that

IF(y) — G(y) — Ay| < M|y, y€E.
It is immediate that if

sup |¢(1) — ¥(#)| < oo,
0<t< oo

the above condition holds with @ = 0.
For the proof of the converse, suppose there is a linear map 4: E — E such
that

|F(y) — G(») — Ay| < M|y||, »y€E.

Let H be the quasi-linear map F — G. Observe that H(e,) = O for all n, and
hence ||4e,|| < M, n € N. In particular, ||de,||,, < M, n € N, and so we may
select increasing sequences of integers (n(k)) and (m(k)) such that A(e,y, —
€y — 0 coordinate-wise.

Now by a standard gliding hump argument we may select a subsequence
(=1 of (€xxy — €muyi=1 and an increasing sequence (p,) such that p, = 0
and

(1) l4f, = 22y, 11 (Af(Del| < 277

@ supp{f,} = {gn; 7} C{Pa-r + L, ..., Pa}-

Define a linear map 4: lin(f,) > E by

Af, = (AL, )(g,)e, + (A)(ra)e,.
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Then ||ffj;,|| < 2CM, where C is a modulus of concavity for | - ||. Hence,
l4f,lle < 2CM, and so |Af,| < 2CM|f,|,n €N.

For x = Z¥_, ¢.f, in lin(f,), we have max |¢,| < ||x||,, < ||x||. Hence
Pn

N
Ax — nzl t,,k 2 (4f(K))e

=pp_1+

< Mi||x|,

where M, depends only on the modulus of concavity of || - || (This follows
from (1) above and Theorem 1.1: if r and L are chosen as in Theorem 1.1 and
|7l < 277, then

N N , 1/r .
2 <L( 2z uy.-u) <La-27)7
- =

for any N.) Thus
N Pn
Hx)- 21, 2 (Af,(k)ef < M3|x|
n=1 k=p, ,+1
and hence
N ~
H(x) = 3 tf) < Mo,

with M¥ and M, independent of x.
Now lets, = f; + - - - +f,,n € N. Then

|ren - 24
However, H(s,) = (¢(log||s,|)) — ¥(log |Is,I))s, and so
ot 1) — wttog 1 151~ 5, 14| < et

for all n. Further,

< Mys,|-

n
> |df| < 2CMs,|, nEN,
i=1

and hence if |¢(log||s,|l) — y(log|ls,|)| > 2CM, then
|o(log||s,|) — w(log|s,|)| — 2CM < M,.
Thus
|p(log|is,|l) — v(loglls,|)| < 2CM + M,, nEN. (*

Note that if sup, [|s,|| < oo, the sequence {e,,e,, e, ¢, ,...} is equiv-
alent to the usual basis of c,. For assume sup, ||s,|| = S is finite; then if

X = 2,- tieq, + 2,- tjep).’
n}gx{|t,.|, 4]} <lx||<S- “}3"{|’-|’ |4}
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Hence from our assumption it follows that ||s,|| = c. Also, || f,|| < 2C and
hence

154l € C(sn=r]| + 2C), n€EN.
Thus
log||s,|| < log C + log(||s,_,|| + 2C)
< log C(1 +2C) + log ||s,—]|-
It follows that for any ¢ > 1 there exists an integer n such that
log||s,_,|| < ¢ < log ||s,||
and
log||s,|| — log ||s,—,|| < log C(1 + 2C).
Since ¢ and ¢ are Lipschitz, we conclude from inequality (*) and the above
inequalities that supy_, ., |#(f) — ¥(#)| < oo, which was to be proved.
(b) If E(¢) and E(y) are projectively equivalent then F(x) and G(ax) are

equivalent for some a # 0. (F and G are induced by ¢ and 4, respectively.)
Define G,(x) = G(ax); then E @, E is equivalent to E(f), where
0(t) = ay(t + log 1/]a|) — ay(log 1/|a]).
Hence
sup |p(r) — ay(t + log 1/|a]) + ay(log 1/]a|)| < oo,
0<t< o0
and since ¢ and y are Lipschitz,
sup_[o(r) — (1) < .

0<t< oo
This proves (b).

(c) is immediate from (a) and (b).

DEFINITION 4.3. A pair of F-spaces (X, Y) is said to split if every twisted
sum of X and Y is trivial (i.e. every short exact sequence 0 > X > Z > Y —
0 splits).

Since the class £ contains (many!) unbounded functions, an immediate
consequence of Theorem 4.2 is:

COROLLARY 4.4. Let E be a solid quasi-normed FK-space such that no
subsequence of (e,) is equivalent to the usual basis of co. Then (E, E) fails to
split.

Suppose that E is a quasi-normed F-space with an unconditional basis, no
subsequence of which is equivalent to a cy-basis. Then E is isomorphic to a
space satisfying the assumptions of Corollary 4.4, so (E, E) fails to split. In
particular,

COROLLARY 4.5. The pair (,, 1,) fails to split for 0 <p < co.
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COROLLARY 4.6. For 0 <p < 1, there exists a quasi-normed F-space Z
which is not p-convex, but which has a subspace Y isomorphic to I, with Z/Y
also isomorphic to 1,.

Corollaries 4.5 and 4.6 solve a problem raised in [4] for 0 <p < 1. For
p = 1, these results are known; they are equivalent to results of Kalton [4],
Ribe [7], and Roberts [8], which are constructions of a nonlocally convex
F-space whose quotient by a one-dimensional subspace is a Banach space.

Theorem 2.6 of [4] implies that a twisted sum of two B-convex Banach
spaces is (after renorming) a B-convex Banach space. This and Theorem 2.2

give

THEOREM 4.7. If 1 <p < o0 and ¢ € £, then [ (¢) is isomorphic to a Banach
space. In particular, [,(¢p) may be renormed so that it is projectively equivalent to
an isometric twisted sum of [, and I,.

Corollary 4.5 for p = 2 and the above theorem give

COROLLARY 4.8. There is an isometric twisted sum of Banach spaces

0->4L>Z->51,-0

which does not split.

This was originally established by Enflo, Lindenstrauss, and Pisier [2].
Their approach was “local” in nature; our construction seems more “global”
and somewhat simpler. The corresponding result for p # 2 also follows
simply enough.

It is possible to extend these results slightly by using the ideas of Turpin
[12). We modify Turpin’s approach slightly but not essentially.

Suppose X is a (nontrivial) quasi-normed F-space. Then the galb G(X) of X
is defined to be the space of all real sequences {a,} such that X g,x,
converges whenever (x,) is a bounded sequence in X. The space G(X) is a
quasi-normed F-space when equipped with the quasi-norm

m
> ax|-

i=1

|]{a,,}||= sup sup
mo =l <1

It is easily verified that G(G(X)) = G(X), and that G(X) satisfies the hy-
potheses of Theorem 4.2 (see [12, 2.2 and 5.2]).

COROLLARY 4.9. Suppose X is a nontrivial quasi-normed F-space. Then there
is a quasi-normed F-space Z with a subspace Y isomorphic to G(X) such that
Z/Y is isomorphic to G(X) but such that G(Z) - G(X).

PrOOF. From Corollary 4.4 there is a space Z with a subspace Y isomor-
phic to G(X) with Z/Y isomorphic to G(X) and Y not a direct summand of
Z. Assume that G(Z) = G(X). For each n define e, in G(X) by e,(k) = 8.
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Let g be the quotient map of Z onto G(X); then by the openness of g we may
choose z, in Z with gz, = e, and ||z,|| < M, M independent of n. Then since
G(Z) = G(X),

m
2 a’lz’l
n=1

<M*|{apay..., 8,0, ... Yo,

where M* is independent of m and a,, ..., a,. Thus we may define a
continuous linear operator T: G(X) — Z such that gT = igy,. (T is defined
by Te, = z,, n € N.) This implies that Y is a direct summand of Z; the proof
is complete.

THEOREM 4.10. Suppose E is a solid quasi-normed FK-space and ¢ € £.
Then E(¢) has a basis.

PROOF. Suppose ¢ induces the quasi-linear map F: E — E. Then E(¢) =
E @ E. Let

Uy,—1 = (e,, 0),
u,, =(0,e,), neEN.

Then (u,) spans a dense subspace of E(¢); we verify that it is a basic
sequence. It is enough to show that there is a constant C* such that if p < ¢
and¢, ..., t, are in R, then

P
> Ly
i=1

q9

> tul.

=

<C*

Suppose first that p is even, p = 2n. Then

P n n
2 2 e — F( > t2iei) +
im=] i=1 i=1

n
2 e
im]

n
zl(tZi—l = o(log a, — log|ty))e + a,,

where a,, = ||27_, t,;¢|- Now suppose n < N, and let a = ||=¥_, 1,,¢,||. Then

14 n
2] Lyl < C[ 21 (ti—1 — ty9(log a — log|ty,|))e;
+L[[ Y t)(loga — log a,)e ] + a,,
i=1
where C is a modulus of concavity for || - || and L is the Lipschitz constant of

¢. Hence
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<

2n N
_21 Ly 2] (ti—1 — t9(log a — log|t,|e;))
1= =

+CLIo (i) +a,
g a, a,

+ (2+ l)a
e

2N
<(C+%+1) >ty
i=]

N
2 Ly,

i=1

<C

(For the second inequality we have used that |t log f| < e™'for0 <z < 1.)
Nowif p =2n — 1,n < N, then

P 2n
2 Lu|l < C( 2 Ly
i=1 i=1
CL )

<c(c+—+1
e

+ " t2nu2n")

2N
21 tull + Clty,,
<

where C is a modulus of concavity for || - ||. However,

N 2N
2 Li€; 2 Lul,
i=1 i=1

[t2n] < <

so that

2N
> tufl.

i=]

P
2 Ly

=1

2
<(c2+%+2c)

Finally, since
2k+1

>ty

im=]

2k
2 Ly <
i=1

for any k, the result follows—with ¢ equal either to 2N or 2N — 1.

S. The Banach spaces [,(¢), 1 <p < . For 1 <p < o and ¢ € £, the
space L(¢) is a reflexive Banach space, since /, is reflexive. In this section we
obtain some of its properties. We first identify the dual space of [,(¢); then
we study the structure of basic sequences in /,(¢).

Toward our first objective: the adjoint of the short exact sequence

04 —>L(¢)>1,—>0

is a short exact sequence
01, > L(¢)*—> -0,
with 1/p + 1/q = 1. It follows that /,(¢)* is a twisted sum /, @ [, with the
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duality given by

for x,y in /, and w,z in /. The quasi-linear map G can readily be identified:

THEOREM 5.1. The space L($)* is equivalent to [ ({), where
Y0 =-o((p-17"), >0
Proor. The crucial step in the proof is the following lemma:
LEMMA 52. If x|, ..., X3, Y5 - - . » Y, are in R then
n

P> xy.(log 1% )
i=1 l)’ilp
(Here, 1 <p < ,1/g+1/p=1,and 0log0 = 0log oo = 0.)

PROOF. Let J denote the set of indices in (1,...,n} such that |x| <
|¥P~', i € J; and let K denote the remaining indices. Then

’Zm log b,ll;ll) 2 [y,; '( lyl”")yw-l|
<;(|D’||:)

(using |t log|?| | < 1/e, |t| < 1). Now,

( i )”"=Lv,~|"‘.

Ix.-l"" sl

< ((p D|xllg + Ilf>)-

SO

T T Y U T T
3 )3, 2o
<= Dy

The inequality follows from combining these two estimates.
PROOF OF 5.1. We suppose that  induces the quasi-linear map H: [, -/,
so that for x € R>,

(H(x)), = ,¢( log |: :l)

Let R}° denote the space R* with the [, norm, and define T R;" Dy Rq°° -
L(@#)* by T(w, z)(x,y) =<y, w) + {x, z) for x,y in R®. The inequalities
which follow show that T(w, z) defines a continuous linear functional and
that T is a bounded operator.
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Write
ysw) +{x,z) ={x = F(y),z) + {F(y), z)

+ {y, H(2)) + {y,w — H(2)).
By definition of F, H, and ¢,

KF(), z) + {y, H(2))|

zy,,[ (10e & ) (‘°gjlull)”

oo ) )

=1 |2

< Lg lyizi 108( (L)W D)'
- el () )}

Here, L is the Lipschitz constant of ¢; and if any y, or z; is zero, the
corresponding term in the sum is taken to be zero.
The last expression above equals

P—1 »
Z
_lzlyl* "ylll’_ll |
P pil" 2
where
p—1
z} =|z;| sgn log[-'——"y"p_l 2 .
b2 i e

Now let 4, = | y;|/||»|| and let v, = z}*/||z*||. Then

I“'l

KF(»), z) + {», H(Z)>I< L 2 U;0; logl

Ip
<GPl

by Lemma 5.2.
Letting K = max{Lp/((p — 1)e), 1}, we see from the above and Hélder’s
inequality that
Ky, w) + (x| < K(|x = FO)|| Nzl + Il llzl + Il Iw = H (21D
< K||(x, )|l [|(w, 2)||-
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This shows that T(w, z) is continuous on R’ @ R and hence that T(w, z)
defines an element of /,(¢)*; it also shows that T is a bounded operator from
RY? @, RY into [(d)*.
It is easy to check that T induces an equivalence between the diagrams
0->RX >R Dy R —>R7Z -0
and
0->RY? - L(¢)* >R —0.

The equivalence continues to hold when we pass to the completions of the
spaces in the diagrams, and the proof of the theorem is complete.

We thank Haskell Rosenthal for simplifying the original proof of Lemma
5.2; the proof presented here is essentially due to him. We also thank
Heinrich Lotz for pointing out an error in an earlier version of the deduction
of Theorem 5.1 from Lemma 5.2.

We now turn to the structure of basic sequences in /,(¢). For convenience,
we suppose that ¢ is differentiable with bounded derivative. As before, the
quasi-additive map f induced by ¢ is f(f) = t¢(—log 7). Then

f(#) = ¢(—log ) — ¢'(—log 1),
so that |f| is increasing near O provided |¢(f)] - o as ¢ — oco. Indeed, for
p > 1,t7 | f(¢)I? is increasing near 0.

Notation. I, is the space of all real sequences (x,) such that I7_, | frx )P
< oo forallT > 0.

This is the usual Orlicz sequence space l,,, where M(?) = |f(?)]F in a
neighborhood of 0 and M is extended so as to be an increasing function. The
space I,, is a Banach space, since t~'M(¢) is increasing near 0 and M is
therefore equivalent to a convex Orlicz function.

LEMMA 5.3. Let (v,) be a normalized block basic sequence in I, and let
W, = (F(v,), v,) in L ,(¢). Then

(a) the sequence (w,) is a basic sequence;

(b) if lim,_,, ¢'(¢) = O monotonically, then (w,) has a subsequence equivalent
either to the usual basis of I, or the usual basis of I;,;

(<) if (1) = ct, ¢ # 0, then (w,) is equivalent to the usual basis of ,.

ProoF. (a) The sequence (w,) is block basic with respect to the basis
constructed in Corollary 4.9, and hence is a basic sequence.

(b) Assume first that =_, #,w, converges. Then 37°_, t,0, converges, so
Z0o1 5l < o

Now suppose 25, |,/? < oo. Let

N 1/p
oy = ( > |z,,|”) , n€N,
n=1
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) » 1/p
(5"
n=1

Assume that v, = 3§ _ 1._,+1 Va(K)e,, where () is an increasing sequence of
integers. Then

N N In »
2 tnwn = oN + ( 2 2 Itnl 'vn
nml k=[,_,;+1

and

n=1

i ¢(10g ltn—':%k—)l)

¢(log

)l/p

o)

Since oy — o and ¢ is Lipschitz, it is easy to see that if

Etw

N—»oo
exists, the limit must be

o+ (5 B

=1 k=[_,+

p)l/p

? ¢(log m ) - ¢(l°g IT,.(!k_)I)
(s2)

Hence, since (w,) is boundedly complete ([(¢) is reflexive), =7, t,w,
converges if and only if the expression () is finite.
By assumption, lim,_,,, ¢'(¥) = 0 monotonically, so that

o{1o |r,.on(k)|) "’(‘°g o (k)l)'

¢(log |

log| |)

¢(0)|

4|

Thus 3%, ,w, converges provided

°° 4
t lo, )
ngl | nl ( g |tnl

or, since ¢ is Lipschitz, provided
-]
> () < . (++2)
n=1

P
< 00;

We now have two cases.

@) If a, = max{|v,(k)|: [,_, + 1 < k <1,} > & > O for all n, we show that
the finiteness of (+*) 1mp11es the finiteness of (++*). (Then (w,) is equivalent to
the usual basis of /;,.) In this case, the expression (*#) is greater than
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o P\1/p
¢(log m) - ¢(log ;) )

0 » o
>£(,§1|tnl qb(log Itnl)

this implies (**#) is finite. (L is the Lipschitz constant of ¢.)
(ii) If inf,, @, = O, there is a subsequence (v, ) of (v,) such that |¢'(7)] < 27"
for ¢ > log(1/ 4, ). For ease of notation we assume k, = n. Then
g

l"’('°g ltnv:(kn ) - "’('°g T%ﬂ) 'l

Now, using that |¢ log 6/¢| < se™! for 0 < ¢ < o, we have that the expression
(*#) is bounded above by
o o \? 1/p 0 1/p
o+ ( > 2""’|t,,|’(log —) ) <o+ oe"( > 2'"”) < o0.
n=1 ‘tnl n=1
Thus in this case, (v, ) is equivalent to the usual basis of /.. The alternatives

(i) and (ii) imply (b).
For the proof of (c), note that if ¢(7) = ct, ¢ # 0, then the expression (+#)

equals
p) 1/p

THEOREM 5.4. Suppose that either lim,_, ., ¢'(f) = 0 monotonically or ¢(t) =
ct, ¢ # 0. Then every normalized basic sequence in I,(¢) has a subsequence
equivalent either to the usual basis of I, or to the usual basis of I,

o P
e( 2 |4l
n

=]

P\1/p
) — e(L + )¢(log 1/¢)o;

<27"log

~ 14
o +ie £ 1u
2

thus (w,) is equivalent to the usual basis of /;,.

(]
log *lt—l

PROOF. Suppose that w, = (u,, v,) is a normalized basic sequence in [,(¢).
If ||v,|| = O, then

(40 ©4) = (4, = F(0,), 0| =[|(F(0,), v,)|| > O.
Also, (4, — F(v,), 0) is in ji(},). Hence, by a standard perturbation of bases
argument, (w,) has a subsequence equivalent to a normalized basic sequence
in /,. From this the result follows easily.

Now suppose ||v,|| > 0. Then by passing to a subsequence we may assume
that ||v,]] > € > 0 for all n. From the fact that (w,) is shrinking and the
characterization of /,(¢)*, it follows that v, — 0 weakly. Again, by passing to
a subsequence, we may suppose that there is a block basic sequence (y,) in /,
with [|o, — ]| < 27".

By passing to a further subsequence and using Lemma 5.3, we may suppose
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that (F(y,), y,) is a basic sequence equivalent either to the usual basis of /, or
to the usual basis of /;,. Let z, = (F(y,), y,); then z, — 0 weakly.

If jw, — z,]| = 0, a subsequence of (w,) is equivalent to a subsequence of
z,; an application of Lemma 5.3 completes the argument in this case.

If ||w, — z,|| » O, by passing to a further subsequence we may assume that
(w, — z,) is a basic sequence. However, w, — z, = (u, — F(y,), v, — »,), and
llo, — y.ll = 0. Hence by the very first part of the argument we may assume
that (w, — z,) is equivalent to the usual basis of /,.

Thus if X7, t,w, converges, then X7_, 1,0, converges, and hence

n=1

2. |t < 0. Then I¥_, t,(w, — z,) and hence =_, ¢,z, converge. Con-
versely, if 3., ¢,z, converges, then since 5, #,y, converges, certainly
221 |4,JP < o0; and we may reverse the reasoning.

The converse is trivial by using the sequences (e,, 0) and (0, e,). This
completes the proof of Theorem 5.4.

COROLLARY 5.5. If we take
¢,(1) =1t 0<t<1,

= t’, 1<t< oo,
then the spaces [,(¢,) (0 <r < 1) are mutually nonisomorphic.

This is immediate from Theorem 5.4, since [,(¢,) contains / ,, where f, is
induced by ¢,. Since f, and f, are not equivalent at O for r # s (see [5, 4.a.5]),
the result follows.

Strictly speaking, in order to apply Theorem 5.4 we should first smooth ¢,.

COROLLARY 5.6. Let ¢(t) = ct (¢ # 0) and let (w,) = (u,, v,) be a normal-
ized basic sequence in [(¢) with inf ||v,|| > 0. Then (w,) has a subsequence
equivalent to the usual basis of I ,.

ProoF. This follows from an examination of the proof of Theorem 5.4. By
Lemma 5.3(c), the sequence (z,) in the .proof of Theorem 5.4 is equivalent to
the usual basis of /.

6. The Banach spaces Z,, 1 <p < co. In this section we examine more
carefully the extremal example of the class of spaces we have constructed.
For fixed p, the spaces [,(¢) obtained by taking ¢(f) = ct, ¢ #* 0, are projec-
tively equivalent twisted sums and hence isomorphic as Banach spaces.

Notation. Z, denotes the (isomorphism class of) the Banach space /,(¢),
o(t) = ct,t # 0.

The next theorem summarizes the properties of Z, obtained so far.

THEOREM 6.1. For 1 <p < oo, Z, is a reflexive Banach space with a basis.
Z, may be normed in such a way that it has a closed subspace M isometric to |,
with Z,/ M also isometric to l,. Further, Z} is isometric to Z,, where 1/p +
1/q = 1. However, Z, is not isomorphic to I,.
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We claim that Z, is, in certain senses, an extremal solution to the three-
space problem for /,. In this section we will make the meaning of this more
precise.

Let (r;) denote the sequence of Rademacher functions. For a Banach space
X and for 0 <p < 2, the number a, ,(X) is defined to be the least constant a
such that

n

2 ri(1)x;

1 P 1/p n 1/p

( [ dt) < ( > ||x.-||”)

0 |li= i=1

for all x,, ..., x, in X. The space X is of type p if sup, a,,(X) < co. Enflo,
Lindenstrauss, and Pisier [2, Theorem 3] show that if X is a twisted sum of
two Banach spaces of type 2, then a, ,(X) = O((log n)*) for some constant a.
Our next result sharpens this somewhat.

THEOREM 6.2. (a) Let X be a twisted sum of two Banach spaces which are
isomorphic to subspaces of L, (1 <p < 2). Then a, ,(X) = O(log n).
(b) There is a constant ¢ > 0 such that a,,(Z,) > clogn (1 <p < 2).

ProoFr. The space X is isomorphic to an isometric twisted sum of subspaces
Y and Z of L,. Then a,,(Y) =a,,(Z) =1 for all n. Now the proof of
Theorem 3 of [2] shows that if p = 2, a,,,(X) < 2q,,(X)+L,n=12,....
The same inequality for 1 < p < 2 follows from identical reasoning.

Thus if a, ,(X) = k, then

azzn’p(X)<2”k+2"—l<(k+1)2", n=12..
Since g, ,(X) is increasing in n we easily obtain (a).

(b) Take ¢(f) — ¢; then Z, is isomorphic to L(¢). In [,(¢) let u, = (0, ¢,).
Then ||u,|| = 1and for0 < ¢ < 1,

é ri(y, =”F( é "i(’)ei) + é ri(t)e;
i=1 i=] i=1
=] 2 n0 08 7)e] + 3 r(ore

1
=|=(logn) + 1)n'/?;
(P(g) )n

while (27, ||%]|?)!/? = n'/?. Of course this calculation used the given quasi-
norm on ,(¢), and we only conclude that for the norm on Z,, a,,(Z,) >
¢ log n for some ¢ > 0. This completes the proof.

In a similar vein we have
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THEOREM 6.3. For 1 < p < oo there is a sequence of 2n-dimensional normed
spaces E, satisfying

(a) each E, has an n-dimensional subspace F, such that F, and E,/F, are
isometric to Ip";

(b) if v, denotes the least norm of a projection of E, onto F,, then vy, >
c log n for some ¢ = c¢(p) > 0.

PRrROOF. By duality it is enough to consider the case 1 <p < 2. Let ¢(¢) =
t;in I(¢) = [, ® L, let E, be the linear span of (0, ¢)), (¢;, 0) (1 < j < n) and
let F,, be the linear span of (¢, 0) (1 < j < n).

Then F, is isometric to /' and E,/F, is isometric to /), although E, as a
subspace of /,(¢) is only a quasi-normed space. However, /,(¢) is isomorphic
to the Banach space Z,, and so we may consider E, and F, as subspaces of Z,
with its (Banach space) norm. Thus for some K = K(p) < oo, F, and E,/F,
are K-isomorphic to /. Now by using the technique of Proposition 2.2, the
(normed) spaces E, may be uniformly renormed so that F, and E,/F, are
isometric to [. It therefore suffices to prove the result using the original
quasi-norm on /,(¢).

Suppose that P: E, — F, is a projection; then, for x in /],

1PCECGe), )| < || P]|- |1 <]

where F: /, — [, is the induced quasi-linear map. Since P is a projection, it
has the form P(x, y) = (x + Ay, 0), where A: [ — [ is a linear map. Hence

[1£(x) + Ax|| < || P|-||x|
and so ||4e)|| < ||P|| forj < n (since F(e) = 0). Now

1 n n s 1/p
f F( > rj(t)ej) + 3 r(n4e dt}
() j=1 j=1
n
<|2| ,2, r(Dgl =|P|n'/?.

However,

fo ‘ F(jél rj(t)ej) +§l () de, ]
(lAE sod) « - (1
> Laogmnr - (5 o) ”

> n'/?((1/p) log n — || P|)).

n

13 rn4g

Jj=1

>

Y 1/p
dt)

F(j_ (e
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Hence (1/p)log n — || P|| < ||P||, ie., ||P|| > (1/2p) log n.

This completes the proof.

REMARKS. (1) The construction of a sequence of spaces E, as above with
¥, — oo is the essential part of the solution to the three-space problem given
by Enflo, Lindenstrauss, and Pisier in [2]. In their construction, vy, >
c(log n)'/?; the result above improves this estimate slightly.

A theorem of Figiel, Lindenstrauss, and Milman [2a, Theorem 6.5] shows
that v, must be O(log n)>. Our Theorem 6.2(a) obtains the estimate in their
proof: a, ,(X) = O(log n).

(2) We conjecture that the rate of growth y, ~log n is the best possible
here. That is, there exists d > 0 such that whenever dim E, = 2n and F,, is an
n-dimensional subspace of E, with F, = [ = E,/F,, then there is a projec-
tion of E, onto F, of norm at most d(log n + 1).

It is perhaps worth noting that the Radamacher averaging technique used
in Theorem 6.2 can be used to show directly that the pair (/,, ) does not split
forl <p <2

ALTERNATE PROOF OF 4.5 FOR 1 <p < 2. Let ¢(¢) = ¢, t €ER, and let F be
the induced quasi-linear map. If [,(¢) is trivial, there are a linear map A:
R® — [, and a constant M such that | F(x) — 4Ax|| < M ||x||, x € R*. Since
F(e;)) = 0 for all i, we have that ||4e|| < M for all i.

Now for0 < ¢ < land n € N, let x,(¢) = 2}_, r(?)e,. We have that

|x.(2)|| = n'/? and ||F(x,,(t))||=%(Iogn)n'/”.

Now,
14 (x, (D] > (1/p)(log n)n'/? — Mn'/P. (1)
On the other hand,
1/p n p \1/P
(1o a)” = (] 3, ncoae] )
< M'Mn'/? )

(again, as in Theorem 6.2, using that /, is of type p for p < 2). Inequalities (1)
and (2) cannot both hold for large n, and the argument is complete. (Note
that the argument is valid for 0 <p < 1 as well!)

To conclude the paper we describe another sense in which Z, is an
extremal twisted sum of /’s.

We need two definitions. If X and Y are Banach spaces, an operator S:
X - Y is strictly singular if for any infinite-dimensional Banach space M and
any operator A: M — X, the composition SA4 fails to be an isomorphism.
Dually, S is strictly co-singular if for any infinite-dimensional Banach space N
and any operator B: Y — N, the composition BS fails to be an open map. It
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is easy to construct a quotient map which is strictly singular (e.g., an operator
from /; onto J,), or dually, an isomorphism which is strictly co-singular.

However, 0 — ll,i>Zpi>{p — 0 provides an example of a short exact
sequence such that j is strictly co-singular and g is strictly singular. We know
of no other example of this.

THEOREM 6.4. For 1 <p < oo, the map j: l, - Z, is strictly co-singular and
the map q: Z, — 1, is strictly singular.

ProoF. By Theorem 5.1 the adjoint of the short exact sequence
0- L—>2,-1,-0
is (projectively equivalent to) the short exact sequence
0—>lq—)Zq—>Iq—>O,

1/p + 1/q = 1. So by duality we only need show that g: Z, — I, is strictly
singular. Assume not; then (since /, is hereditarily /), there is a normalized
basic sequence (w,) in Z, equivalent to the usual /, basis such that ||qw,|| > ¢
> 0 for all n. By Corollary 5.6 this is impossible, and the proof is complete.

We now examine further the strictly singular operators on Z,. For each of
the known prime Banach spaces X =/, (1 < p < ) or ¢, the following
property holds: if T: X — Y is not strictly singular, there is a subspace X, of
X isomorphic to X such that T is an isomorphism on X,. For /, (1 < p < )
and ¢, this is well known. For /_, this follows from a theorem of Rosenthal
[10, Theorem 3.7): if T: /., — Y is not an isomorphism on any subspace
isomorphic to /, then T is weakly compact. Since T has the Dunford-Pettis
property, T is not an isomorphism on any infinite-dimensional subspace of
/. It turns out that Z, has a similar but weaker property.

THEOREM 6.5. If T: Z, — Z, is not strictly singular, there is a subspace W of
Z, which is isomorphic to Z, such that T is an isomorphism on W.

PROOF. Since Z, is a twisted sum of /’s it is hereditarily /,; hence there is a
subspace M of Z,, M isomorphic to /,, such that T'|M is an isomorphism. Let
(u,) be a basis of M equivalent to the usual /, basis. Then by Corollary 5.6,
|lqu,|| = 0 and ||qTu,|| — 0. By the first part of the proof of Theorem 5.4, we
may assume (by passing to subsequences) that there are basic sequences (v})
and (wy) in j(/,) such that

|4, — on| >0 and | Tu, — w,]|—O.

Passing to subsequences again, we may assume that there are block basic
sequences (v,) and (w,) in /, such that

llu, — jou| < 27" || Tu, — jw,|< 27", n€EN.
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Now for large enough N we may construct bounded operators 4: Z, — Z,
and B: Z, - Z, with ||4|| <3, || B|| <3, and such that
A(jv,) = u, — jv,, n >N,
B(Tu,) = jw, — Tu,, n > N.
(The operators 4 and B are easily defined in terms of Hahn-Banach exten-

sions of the coefficient functionals for the bases (jv,) and (Tu,), respectively.)
Then

(I + B)T(I + A)jo, = jw,, n > N.
Let S = (I + B)T(I + A). Since I + B and I + A are invertible, it suffices

to prove the result for S.
Now define V: R® @ R*® - R® @ R* by

V(e 0) = (0, 0) = j(v,), V(0 ¢,) = (F(v,), v,)

and extending linearly. We will show that ¥ is an isomorphism; then after
extension ¥ may be regarded as an isomorphism on Z,. For x,y in R%,

V(x,y) = (Exnvn + zynF(vn)’ Eynon)

where the sums are finite. Hence (using the original quasi-norm on Z),
IV =| 2 x0, + Z9.F(0,) = F(Sy,0,) o
Ifv, =325 ., 0,(Kk)e, then

) 2 el s
SrF(o) = F(Zr,0) = 3 k-E.+1y"”"(k)‘°g( ||2y“)

=2ynlog( leal )
T U2l

Now there exist positive constants a, B so that a < ||v,|| < B, n =
1,2....Hence

pY1/p
"2 Xnp + zynF(On) - F(zynvn) < .3[2 X, +y, log —"O"" Iy"' }
" | Z o]
< B[ 5108 )" 5| 2 s LA v
n "y" n " zynvn"

< Blx - FOy)||+ B(log )Ib’ll



Hence ||V || < B + B log(8/a). For the other direction,
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v 4y, log Lol

P11/p
[ Z e ]
> alx = FO)| - a(tog ).

>a2

n

|2 xa0n + ZruF(2,) = F(Zyava)

Thus,

[V (x, )| > max(al|x — F(»)|| = a(log (B/«)|»|, «|)-
If ||x = F(y)ll > 2(og (B/ )|y ll, then

IPeI> §l = FOI > (gl sl

if | x = F()Il < 2(0g (8/@)||¥|l, then
VG > Il > (1 + 2 1og(B/ @)™ |(x, »)I-

Thus, V is an isomorphism.

Similarly, if we let

W(e,, 0) = (w,, 0) = j(w,),  W(0,¢,) = (F(w,), w,),

then W defines an isomorphism of Z, into Z,.

Now consider the map W — SV. By construction, (W — S¥V')(e,, 0) = 0,
n > N. Hence there is a subspace Y of finite codimension such that (W —
SV)|Y factors through ¢|Y. It follows that W — SV is strictly singular. As W
is an isomorphism, it follows that there exists an integer n, such that the
restriction of SV to ﬁﬂej, 0), (0, ¢): j > ny} is an isomorphism. Hence S is
an isomorphism of V(lin{(e;, 0), (0, ¢): j > ny}), which is isomorphic to Z,.
As remarked earlier, T is then an isomorphism on a subspace isomorphic to
Z,, and the proof is complete.

COROLLARY 6.6. Every infinite-dimensional complemented subspace of Z,
contains a subspace isomorphic to Z,.

COROLLARY 6.7. Z, has no complemented subspace isomorphic to b
COROLLARY 6.8. Z, can not be embedded in any L, (1 < p < ).

ProoOF. If p > 2, then every Hilbertian subspace of L, is complemented in
L, by a result of Kadec and Pefczynski [3, 3. Corollary 1]; the result then
follows from 6.7. Assume 1 < p < 2 and Z, embeds in L,; then by a theorem
of Rosenthal [11, Theorem 8] Z, embeds in L, for some p’ in (1, 2]. Now by a
theorem of Pefczynski and Rosenthal [6, Theorem 3.1], since Z, contains a
Hilbertian subspace it contains a complemented Hilbertian subspace; again
this violates Corollary 6.7. This finishes the proof.
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COROLLARY 6.9. Z, has no complemented infinite-dimensional subspace with
an unconditional basis.

PrOOF. By 5.4, any basic sequence in Z, has a subsequence which spans
either /, or /,; if the original sequence is unconditional, the span of the
subsequence is complemented in the span of the original sequence. Also, the
space /;, contains a complemented subspace isomorphic to /.. (This follows
from the fact that the function x” is in the set E,,,; see, for example, [S, p.
157].)

Corollary 6.7 and the above now give the desired conclusion.

REMARK. Z, has an unconditional decomposition into two-dimensional
subspaces. To see this, simply take E, to be the span of the two vectors (e,, 0)
and (0,e,), n = 1,2, ...; the spaces E, form the desired decomposition.
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